










Conclusion

Globalization has brought exciting developments to the practice of journalism 
and its potential contribution to a healthy global civil society. These changes also 
make theorizing and research more challenging as we attempt to clearly iden-
tify the units of analysis for precise investigation. One aspect of these changes 
that many of us would recognize is an emerging global social class of business 
executives, artists, celebrities, civil society workers, and activists, joined by a 
related class of media professionals. In many ways such groups as globetrotting 
sports stars, opera singers, and foreign correspondents have always worked on a 
worldwide basis. But we need to ask what degree of enhanced identifi cation has 
emerged among such groups, which relate to each other more easily than they 
do to their neighbors in whatever their countries of origin. We further might ask 
what cosmopolitan values or other logic organizes them, and with what implica-
tions for the mission of journalism which increasingly is called upon to serve these 
non-national and non- local communities? Well- traveled academics, such as this 
author, intuitively sense the importance of these worldwide connections because 
we participate in them. But, of course, knowing these groups exist and systemati-
cally locating, defi ning, and measuring them is another matter – by defi nition they 
are often dispersed. This is just one example of the challenges we face in moving 
beyond the traditional levels of analysis. In any case, important dimensions of 
journalism are emerging that demand our attention. We need to be creative in 
identifying new case study sites, concepts, empirical strategies, and relationships 
that are appropriate to the global era.
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