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Kerr was talking about drug coverage in the media, but the same could be
said for many other national issues that rise and fall in prominence with
each passing month. Many issues, such as the nuclear threat and the
national debt, endure from year o year, but others seem more fleeting, |

Big events drive many big stories and draw general attention to the |
problems they represent Rock Hudson's death spurred national attention
to the ALDS crisis. Spy arrests led to other questions about the quality of
national security safeguards, and three major airline crashes in 1985
produced a rash of stories on air safery

Other stories are less tied to specific events yet become big nevertheless
In the last couple of years such stories have included the famine in
Ethiopia, Mideast terrorism, and the farm crisis. The problems behind
these stories existed before the media “found™ them and continued to exist
after artention waned

Each of these stories was characterized by a rapid convergence of media
attention, during which it seemed that all media channels as well as
conversations on the street are filled with the story. Although this
handwagon tendency among the media is not new in the press, one

2"

L=l




40l

REESE AN DAMIELLAN

wonders if it has become more pronounced in recent times. This study s
a first atternpt to explore what is now a rather impressionistic notion of
how the big media converge on a big story, especially those not directhy
tied to big events. The drug issue, particularly the “cocaine summer” of
1986, is a perfect example of such an issue and one explored in depth in
this chapter and the next. Lacking any objective evidence of a drug
epidemic or crisis (Kerr, 1986), we must look to the media themselves 1o
determiine why the drug issue received such a concentrated amount of
coverage in such a short time. Such a systematic analysis is required before
we can say much more about the impressionistic and anecdotal notion of
media “convergence.” Convergence may be considered the observed
manitest similarities in media coverage—in timing, emphasis, and source
selection. Several interrelated processes underlie this convergence, includ-
ing intermedia influence.

MANY MEDIA, FEW VOICES

For many stories, convergence of media coverage may be harmless—a
natural result of organizations covering the same “reality.” Similarities in
coverage may simply result from equally accurate news judgments. [
convergence occurs in stories that are not purely event-driven, however,
media organizations may be looking to each other for guidance in an
ambiguous situation {as, we argue, was the case tor the drug issue). It has
been suggested that, because the drug issue (particularly crack and cocaine)
VoA 4l |'|-rr||:'-|:'11'| Bor :\.'.--_-_- "|'|'-rF'_ {:p::..-'_ 1 hr:_.'mu' i pr-:ll‘*lr:n fiod I!I".r fest ol Ihr
country by virtue of the coverage received in papers like [he New Vork
| rries

Although perhaps lunctional bor the arganizations themselves, such a
tendency to bollow the leader and each other could have serious societal
implications. Too much sameness in media content conticts with a key

The (ORCeE dil inee Ivechil S OOMVEEReRLE i (1T el Bierr |!'|"'l.l_.|'. 1 the mext "||;l'rl 1he
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ooy bae, respoonid 1o each ochey in s opde of pealong coverage, before lagehy dismising the
towies. THis narser verm i prelemed inmislly becawne the agenda setting metaphor has comes to be
userf s baoaadly that it might descoribe almost any imlheenee process having, o do with prionbzing
miblic issuees. Agenda secing mary meare propesty describe the day-to-day cross
lineups. char newsworkess engage in oo ocheecle their decisions about the eelatmer e
vagioass issues. Aluo, @ a methodological distinction, we look of & single " sbory

checicing of story
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‘apgenda™ of muaes, and do not conoeive the procem as neorssanly an onderdy transmission of
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value of American pluralistic society, that the press should present a
diverse set of views and voices

In recent years, technological advances have helped expand the num
ber of available channels of information For the audience and enhanced
the ability of news orpanizations to cover stories, but it is not clear
whether this has done anything to diversify content. There may be more
newsworkers now than 15 vears 1;_:;::-!"-.'!!-'11-.1'.--:! 22 Wilhoit, 19865). but they
do little to further diversity if they all cover the "Iug stories. Parentd
{1986), for example, noted that the few W ashington ||.:||.|:rl"|.:|1:|'|l:'. working
Feur progressive publications run into virually no competition from the
mainsiream press corps in :.-:1:1.]“;:_" their stories. In addition, the sheer
volume of attention _g_:'ntr:m:u:l when the national press CONVETEES On A
story, like dru;-_:a. virually demands a political response, In their haste,
these reactions may not always be carefully considered (a -.51-“5:' many
leveled at the Fungrtsuun.ll .|1|m.hup| initiative in the fall of 19EA)

COCAINE MEDIA HYPE

Although the mainstream news media routinely tend o cover the same
stories, some stories are tackled with a vengeance. What critics call media
“hype” is a visible manifestation of this phenomenon of intermedia
converpence. As for the drug issue itself, Edwin Diamond (1927) and his
News Study Croup at New York University noted that by August 1986,
television had beeun o reflear on s |[r|:||:; coeerage owver the sumimer,
questioning 1.*.']11:|I|:I|'|rr it had been exa fm[rl;l. and media trearment of
cocaine becamme a SOy itself, Mevertheless, l:lgh !:I:'nfth; television cover
continued through carly H:;urmlr'u:j 1986 '..-.luln. a CBS documentary,
E Ht:lu:':. on Lrack '.':I!rl.'rl, (5141 :"-|:|1|1;Ih|."\-rl -5 and MNBCs "[,r:n.'nnr
Country,” aired on September 5. Perhaps in response, on September 23,
PBS's McNeil/Lehrer Newshour teatured a [rrLFl:h'r discussion (22 min
utes) on whether the drug problem was hyped by the media.”
Mo one would accuse lhr media of “hyping” a story if first one paper
examined a story, then another, and so on. But when every news
nlzation -I!'I'I'I-|:‘]1-1-:-I.-.E"- the same story at roughly the same time in a
®leeding frenzy.” the amount of coverage often seems out of proportion
to the problem at hand. ABC reparter Ir.ﬁ:ln Chiinones confirmed that this
s the case with the drug issue in 1986, noting that “sometimes we [the

*Oxher bew enasnsiseam meedia hane alho moted ik sxaggrrased coverage piven the dnag inie
Faich (1 987], lor cample, chassciomood the doag “hype™ as o casdhully orchestisied dinind ormation
camnpaipn promadgated by the Fesgan sdmanistrstion o belp pursue astacko on dometic freedoms

mank reae presaing s w il ||F1|,|||;r|1;| |rsddeed, wny pruirber o inkrasive drug Besting proggams kave
been sdhvocated in the aftermath of the dnag sammenr of 1908
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media) have a tendency (o feed on one .||11|!||.|.'II and the SLOTY feeds upon
itsclt” (DHamond, l'-;'.":.:". p. 1)

The -;]:|||._!_=i ssue 1% a Ij{n-eu.i example ol a |=-|;_li story that may have been
blown out of proportion by the media, For one thing, the story secrmed 1o
have a distinet rise and Ball of media atention. [t Hes our nogion of media
CONVEIEENCE and allows For :1.'|.1I:I'.'r|:_.' CasY definition and measurement
In addition, any similarities in media coverage of drugs cannot be exs
!:li.llrl.r-.J by “pack journalism " The story did no emerge from a '.!1r-.'l..ﬂ
“beat,” as do national political stories. The nature of pack journalism on
these beats is familiar by now, IF several organizations assign reporters i
cover the same thing, the :|r"\.|.||1|nJ__=| coVerage tends necessanily to be
sirnilar. It deals with similar events and is filtered through the standard:
lzing intluence of the I_l.l-.l\

Although specilic events, like the death of Len Bias, did drive some
media coverage, the ||ru_|_3_ basie weas nol covered by '||.:;J_ﬂ. nor confined to
a specitic e -_!;_:|.|.|,:-|‘||;,.h[ locarion, Eey editorial decisbons were made 1o give
greater treatment to the issue and these decisions were observed by others
in the media. Furthermaore, the story was not promaoted by any one party,
candidate, agency, or group. Hather, drugs have been a problem for years,
k1|_|1 r:-|'||:..' r{'I.L"l'Hl-':,' SRS AN \LH_IHH-;.LHI n':lll'n.'fl.l"l-r:ll\r ':lE REINCH 'I'J_-':."- |"I|'h'.-r'|.'rl.|.

['|1|'.- -.t1||_!}' Examines wrhal wiat in Imany Way's a r:I'uEIJ.l..I Createdd 155 LiE
.l.n:i LESEL |:||1|I 1550 [D COMmpare q._l:-'.'rt.'l._gr ACTOSS I|'.|_'\-.1|..|. .|-|!1.1I! L-:l'-.'rl.:;r |rL.1'!.I'
!1:_'|'|::- (T} h'|1r|_! s0me hghl Cify I:|H_' ‘Il:ll s eSS Ol |r'.r4]|.1 [ |'\-|I'|.'!'I:HI'HL\_-\!' |l'_,' 'Iltl-'.':ullhg
evidence of similarities and sequences of coverage,

BACKCGROUND

Efite media ]f_‘.l-l_lrfr'-.l‘lan' has not been the '.-||'i1|¢_'|_1 ol much research, Mo
content analysis studies were tound that systematically examined the
extent of elite media leadership at the national level, and only one study
was found below the national level. At the state level, newspapers tended
to intluence the broadcast agenda bor statehouse stories more than the
reverse (Atwater, Fico, & Pizante, 1987). Most such research, however,
has examined cross-sections of content from different media and found
strong similarities (sometimes called “homogeneity,” “consonance,” of
“contormity™) in their respective agendas, Mewspapers have been com-
pared and bound to be similar in the topics covered and in how those
topics were treated (e.g., Bigman, 1948; Donohue 82 Glasser, 1978; Rilte
&L Shaw, 1982)

Metwoark newscasts have attracted greater attention, and their respec-
tive agendas have been tound to be very similar (Altheide, 1982
Buckalew, 1969; Capo, 1983; Dominick, 1981; Foote 8 Stecle, 1986;
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_ﬁlwhﬂ.: Showalter, 1974: Graber, 1971 Hester, 1978: Lemert, 1974
;Mmﬁj: Bz Javaheri, 1982; Ritte, Ellis, Rogers, Van Ommeren, &
Woodman, 1986; Stempel 2 W ‘indhauser, 1984; Weaver, Porter, &
Ill'mf 1984). More than any three newspapers, the netwaork newscasts
hl'thmﬂ:l-nnallﬂ equivalent, to the extent that Altheide (1982) declared
them a national news service
“The original agenda-serting study by McCombs and Shaw (1972} is
an uf the few studies to compare agendas across media. Comparing
eement on campaign issue coverage by The New Vork Times, Teme,
iNeusenck, NBC, CBS, and four local newspapers showed a high degree of
Sgreement across those media. These similarities have been variously
gplained as resulting from similar real-world events, standardized orga-
structure, and similar joumnalist socialization experiences
explanations do not require that news organizations know what
¢ others are doing. They L=|||'.I:LJ operate independently of each other and
similar content. All of these factors no doubt play a part, but
nother equally important influence on intermedia agreement is the
gadership exerted by some news organizations over others. This expla:
gtion obviously docs require that the newsworkers know what others

. L'.'H!,'n have looked at the relationships among the mass media
agh case studies and participant observation Media sociol rists have
mented an intermedia influence |1]1-:n-1:11ﬂ1-.|r|- making it clear that
dng to other media organizations bor confirmation of news judgment
an institutionalized practice. Warren Breed (1980), in his classic study
the mmn-nm, tound evidence that suggested thl; intermedia leader-
He termed the phenomenon of one newspaper leading
i as.“dtn::lnr.ln.. influence: “The influence goes ‘down’ from larger

., s If the editor of the smalles paper is ﬁnpl-.n,rmﬂ

absentia, the editors of the larger paper to ‘malke up’ his page tor him”

‘:Igﬂ This pattern of influence, he said, assumed a dendritic or arterial
m with the flow of influence from larger papers to smaller ones. Larger

Apers wrirn 't copied, but their decisions as to the value of cemtain stories
e followed

mtﬂﬂtnu‘. for newsworkers to look o each other for puidance has

emained in full force in more recent years. In D wdirig2 1{-';; “hars News,
frbert Gans (1979, p. 91) noted that, when entertaining story ideas,
will have already read the Times and Fost, and will be aware of how
h " papers’ editors have ruled on the ideals) in question. IF another paper
a8 carried the story, it has been judged satisfactory, “eliminating the need
': an Independent decision” (p. 126), Gans noted thar this prior publica-
fHon I8 also taken as evidence of audience appeal, a particularly important
: : lement in “trend stories” (like cocaine), Gans said that when it comes to

.'
3
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“trend” stories, “the prudent story suggester waits for another news
medium to take the lead, then sells the idea partly on the basis that it has
been reported elsewhere™ (p. 170)

Until other media are onto a story it may have difbiculty emerging, but
once they are, a story can build exponentially. In Reporters amd Officials
Leon Sigal (1973) observed the importance of intermedia processes: “The

consensible nature of news may even impede the breaking of stories that

lack coroboration brom opinion-leading newspapers. Once they do
break, however, big stories will tend to remain in the news as first one
new's organization and then another uncovers additional information ora
new interpretation” (p. 40)

After a story has reached a “critical mass” it may continue in this way,
tloating loose from any moorings to actual new <..*.'-Jr1h~..' events. Why is
it 50 important for news organizations to look to each other for confir-
mation of news judgment? Sigal is among others who have noted that
adherence to routine channels provides a way of coping with uncertainty,
The similaritic 5 +|I newsworkers' stories reassures them that they know
the “real news.” Following the lead of another organization serves the
same function. Consistency is accuracy.

Certain media are followed on cenain types of issues because they are
thought to have special expertise and resources. Miller (1978 pp. 16-17),
tor example, noted that The MNew Vork Times is regarded as the leader for
how to treat international stories, The Waskimgton Fost is looked to for
leadership bor national domestic issues, and Rollmg Stone is regarded as the
leader for counterculture .murt.mhli-ahrw:n[ stories. In a case study analy-
sis, she noted how the Sione’s coverage of Americans in Mexican prisons
triggered national print and television coverage, as other media picked up
the lead and attention mushroomed

Are the networks looked to by other media for guidance? Although
intermedia intluence has been assumed to always Aow from print to
clectronic media (e, Massing, 1984), recent developments may have
altered this equation. When Gannett designed its national newspaper,
LSA Today, it was with television in mind. From the shape of the paper
dispensers to the colorful graphics, the publication was pitched to an
audience of television viewers. This incudes using the television net-
works to help guide story decisions. Prichard (1987) described how a
December 1952 story about a man attempting to blow up the Washing
ton Monument was bumped from page 1A of USA Taday, having been
deemed a local story. It was reinstated after Dian Rather led with it on the
“CB5 Evening News.” Now that the nation knew about the story, it had
become page | material. The broadecast by a major network had given the
story a “venbication factor.”

In general, however, newspapers look to other newspapers, and tele-
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wigion networks monitor each other, with cerain “bellwethers” l::-:'mﬁ
tracked by all on specialized issues. But is there n-m:fr:n:r.\! standar
wtﬂi‘f all the news media? Gans noted what is widely Felt by many

tobservers—that ultimately The New Vork Ties is used as the final arbiter of
g,ulltj,- and professionalism, across journalistic bermats. Indeed, in the

‘often ambiguous world of journ alism, “it the Times did not exist it would
'Foluhl}' have to be invented” (Gans, 197%, p. 181).

"THE CASE OF COCAINE

Tl'lis study examines coverage by several national media of the drug issue
it a period of time to determine the extent to which they converged on

drug issue and whether one medium can be said to have led the others.
%ﬂﬂall ; the major elite newvspapers are examined: The MNew Vol Times,
Wall Streer fourmal, The Wiashingron Fosi, The Los Ampeles Times, and The
WOhstbon Sciemce Momitor. In addition, two major news magazines are
texamined— Time and Newsweek—along with the three major network

pewscasts from ABC, CBS, and NBC.

If intermedia agenda sciting took place in the drug issue, we would
fExpect to find substantial similarities in when the various media gave the
SBsuc most attention. The rise and fall in attention would be expected to
Soccur at about the same times. The intermedia leadership rxpLan.::mn for
Sthat similarity would be strengthened if rises in one organization’s cover

e could be scen to precede a rise in another's. OF particular interest is the
h|r|:| between print and television news, ngtn criticized as metely
g the lead of the elite media (Massing, 1984). Finally, this ﬂur.l';.

determines which of the elite new spapers played the largest role in

- covering the dmg fasue

oD

DIALOG information service was used o rl:ulunl.;.\ll:,.-' ALCERY
mEwspaper and magazine data bases containing summaries of stories
g in 1985 and 1986. Any number of search words could have

" accessed stories related mrh::dmglr.-:ur{c B, drugs, narcotics, drug abuse).
ﬂvm dul: the purpose of this study was not to provide L..umpr:htmw:
Jevalumtion of rug coverage, it was decided to narrow the scope of the
nﬂ:h 0 as to have a manageable, yet comparable, sample of stories




& REESE AMD DAMELLAN

across media. Because cocaine was at the center of the drug issue in 1986
the term cocaing was used and it elicited a workable number ol stories
{listed in Tables 5.1 and 5.2). Bibliographical intormation and a shor
story summary were obtained for cach “cocaine” story

A similar search strategy was used in seeking network news stories
The Vanderbilt University Television Mews Index and Abstracts were
obtained and searched bor stories indexed under “cocaine.” All such stores
{identified in the Abstracts with an underlined heading) in 1985 and 1586
were coded for date and length in seconds. The searches resulted in 463
newspaper stories, 231 network news stories, and 44 news magazing
stories

Using the Abstract and DIALOG summaries, each story was coded
with high intercoder agreement {cr = .95) into one of 10 categories (T able
5.1): (a) deaths of prominent people and events surrounding them; (b)
specitic crimes involving cocaine, such as trials and arrests; () etforts by
schools, communities, and national figures to discourage the use of
cocaine; (d) general reports on the use .'ll'lljd"lu-':-t' of cocaine and the various
medical .1ruj1.~;u-.' ial implications; (¢} policy responses to the drug problem
by national, state and local, international, and private sectors; () problems
encountered by boreign countries in combating drugs (without reference
to direct UL5. involvement); and (g) general drug crisis stories (a category
reserved bor more extensive reporting on the issue)
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TARLE 52
Matmr of Coing Sicries Transmaned by e Television Mevanrk anl Mewa
Mugarenss

-&'FI:-"H AR CRS i fore gt

¥

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Tables 5.1 and 5.2 show how the stories in our sample broke down into
the study categories, compared by the 11 news sources. These sources are
combined by medium in Table 53, The major types of newspaper
gocaine storics were crime and “use and abuse,” accounting for 62% of the
total Comparing across the five newspapers shows that the Proportions
of coverage are roughly similar. The Waslingion Post fearured cocaine
deaths more prominently than the others, due largely to the great amount
of coverage given the death of hometown basketball star Len Bias. Table
5.2 shows a similar pattern. Television newscasts and the news maga
Zines give their greatest coverage of cocaine to aime and use and abuse
Cstories, Television gives greater attention, however, to deaths and na
tional policy responses. The three networks show more similarity in their

e than do the newspapers.
Tl:f!r: 3.3 provides a combined look at the three media. Mewspapers,
" news magazines, and television newscasts show similar amounts of
goverage in the study categories. The major difference (enough for a
statistically significant chi-square value) was found in the tendency of
nEws ines to foous less on crime and more on the use and abuse of
m%r week-to-week nature of the newsmagazines’ coverage ap-
pears to suit them better to more evaluative rrcmft'_:.r[.rt stories than o

specibic day-to-day crime coverage.
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TARLE 55
rorrall Manme of Cocaime Scones i Mew TpapeTs, PewE Msgarine, and
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Figures 5.1 through 5.4 take a closer look at media coverage over time
by newspapers and the television networks (The Chrestiar Sceemce Moniter
gave cocaine relatively little coverage and was omitted from the newspa-
per comparison charts). During 1925 it does not appear that there 1.'.*3-'. a
distinctive media convergence, but 1986 does show evidence of this
phenomenon. The New Vork Tintes covered the baschall trials, involving
cocaine use by some Mets players, heavily in August and September
1985, That was largely a local issue, however, and the other papers did
not pay much attention to that story or cocaine generally, until The Los
Amgeles Timres printed a major multiparn wru;-. at vear's end. The necwoark
newscasts showed a similar pattern in 1985, ABC carried the most
COVETAZE carlv in the YEAD W ith LBS 1|||.|,1 MNBLC Flhklruﬁ_ L the pace later
il -"'.g.ur: rJ1r nl'l.-rr.lg\-r {5 diffused. and no nternetwork .u!l:ml.ﬂ sirmitlar-
ity is abserved. Great similarities are seen in 1986 where bath the volume
and CORCERIFALIGR -:|f COVErage 1Nd z{.ll.-l_'d ‘-l;ll‘:"'k.|_|'|l:'|!|.1”':..' l |'||:' I:'-r.'|||_ nl LA
efage shown graphically in Hg. 5.4 and 5.4 in the summer of 1926 hints
Al r'?'.r rhrl.‘l.L’l -\.l'rlll..rtgrrur i"l‘ll.'rl.l:llni.'rl.l'\lﬁ =\.|.||:.H'r=\.l:i_'d r.1r|:rr

L -:|:I'|'||'l.'|:|l-\.-|.:-ll~\. .'|.I!:1-:|I1|._\I q.l‘:-l:'nl!'-ll'lrii |':|'|i.'~|l|.'| afe 'k.l‘l.l:-'-.". ] i:“'-\. a ‘!- 5 I‘1 .||1|;j
5 7. Two different processes are '.uHrrhlrd |11.' mecdia coverage in | 985
(Fig. 5.5). One process is the leading of one medium by others. For
example, television stories show a marked rise in March tollowing a
similar increase in the number of New Vork Jimes and news magazine
stories the month before Fr|1||.|:|r1_.' VSRS e povo cover gtories in Jove and
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WMessweek on cocaine taffick ing. The television networks followed this
m:lph.m: with stories of their own. Later in the year another process
seems to take place. A major event, the baseball drug trials of Seprember,
, &hlﬂ the coverage of all three media resulting in a simultaneous peak in

: ..'_l.lErs ests a combination of these processes occurring in 1986
Ihie death of athletes Len Bias and Don Rogers in June of that year drew
& significant amount of media attention. But that coverage built on

£ attention o the cocaine ph,ﬂ'lll:rn Evidence h::lr mcckia il."ldl:r:uhl'p
may be found in the fact that three of New York Ciry's major newspapers
garied extensive articles on cocaine and crack on May 18, These stories
were followed by a rush of coverage in other media in the following
months, cimaxing in the peak ufr‘lnnlm attention seen in July. 5o
although the death of the athletes may be considered prominent events
driving each medium's agenda, these events probably had the effect of




Coverage in Column Inches

Ery) REESE NI DANIELIAR

600 -

500 +

400 =

-

300 +

200 -

=

mn-. | | l

|
W A 4 4 d A4 4 4444
Jan FebMarAprMayJunJul AugSep Oct NovDe

B NYTC Month
B wsJCl

B PostCl
LA Times Cl
FIG. 52 1966 MW TR OOy iR Of LOvaife Fbuess

tocusing press attention on an issue already set in motion. They provided
a hook, or newspeg, on which to hang the cocaine story

Judging trom EI}; 5.2, The New Vork [imes took the lead in covering the
cocaine issue. The other papers quickly fell in line, though, around
mid-year, The Wall Sireer Jourmal was least likely to ollow the others,
playing the cocaine story up and down throughout the year, with a slighe
rise in mid-year. The fourmal has a specialized audience, however, and
tended to run cocaine stories when a major business was involved. Afier
the three New York papers covered the crack/cocaine story in the middle
of May, the Fost ran a long “use and abuse™ story of its ovwn a few days
later. After the Times and the Post devoted major attention to the issue in
june, The Los Angeles [imes jumped on and stayed with the issue through
september. A loose interpretation of Fig. 5.2 suggests that the Times laid
the Hr-._ll.lrl.||1.'.u|§t_ for the story, which gathered strength when the Fes
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up the story and expanded it with a heavy tocus on the Len Bias
#ﬂh With two elite papers running with the story, The Los Angeles Trmes
Wwas obliged to join in.

It appears that the print media, and specifically The New Vork Times, set
the agenda for the television networks. Network coverage peak rll in
Sl.'pl:ﬂnhtr with dual documentaries on CBS and NBC :1n the cocaine
mlcm while attention by the print I'nr:l.ll.: had already begun to wane.

process is seen more clearly in Fig. 5.7, which s shows all news stories
‘combined. Interestingly, the television networks dropped the fssue com
in December while newspapers continued coverage at a lower
. Television news, more than newspapers, appears to follow a
-_mmth attention curve, discovering an issue, playing it strongly, and
‘then moving on to other stories. This tv:nd-r:n-.*.* may contribute 1o the
‘notion that the media converge on issues, res ulnng in a short national
attention span
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This study has ;'ﬂrnrnlni a preliminary ook at intermedia o WeTage
similarities, and media [r.'l-:irr\||||l The resulrs support the view that the
major media cover issues in a similar fashion and at "'“.J-'.hl"' the sxme
me. | hese similarities seem more PrCTIOLUnG el dl.l.nn;._li reris wls ol incense
media attention. Support was also found For the notion thar the pring
media lead the television nepworks racher than the reverse, More specific
amalyses are conducted in the next -.h.tr:-lrr_ viewing this ||_'.1dlrr:..'|1|.'|;|.
process rom din WL lqi.'1':.' and from week to week. This \I!In:ﬂ:..' sas confined
to examining manifest media content, which can only imply the pro-
cesses of |.|::u.1:r-'.h||'- suggested above. More in-depth studies of these actual
processes and the newsworkers involved would help shed mare light on
the role of intermedia influence in the media convergence process, Given
the value traditionally attached to diversity in American society, it M
important to fully understand such processes which d:rnr]}- affect the
extent of that diversity
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